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UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS

K-State Research and Extension is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Program information may be available in
languages other than English. Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities, including alternative means of communication (e.g., Braille, large print, audio tape, and
American Sign Language) may be requested by contacting the event contact West Plains Extension two weeks prior to the start of the event at 620-272-3670/620-872-2930. Requests
received after this date will be honored when it is feasible to do so. Language access services, such as interpretation or translation of vital information, will be provided free of charge
to limited English proficient individuals upon request.
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SUMMER
2025Print or screenshot this page to keep up to date with all of our upcoming activities! 

(* indicates a pre-registration is required.)

JU
LY 

7/3 - Scott County Free Fair Entries Due
7/8- Finney County Fair Entries for Photography, Food & Nutrition, Sewing & Textiles Design,
Fashion Revue, Fiber Arts , Arts & Crafts, Communication are due 
7/15- Finney County Fair Entries For Livestock & Static are due 
7/31 - Finney County Fair Carcass Show

Au
gu

st 

8/1 -Cool Careers Video Contest Entries due. Cool Careers Videos | HirePaths - Help Your
Kansas Kid Explore Careers
8/16- State 4-H Horticulture Judging Contest, KState
8/23- State 4-H Livestock Sweepstakes, KState



By Rylee Coy

College of Veterinary Medicine

Wednesday, June 25, 2025

While fireworks and festivities are staples of Independence Day, the holiday often brings anxiety and risk for pets. Loud noises, bright flashes, unfamiliar guests and tempting table scraps can all pose

threats to their health and safety.

Kansas State University veterinarian Susan Nelson encourages pet owners to start preparing early, especially if their pet has shown fear around fireworks in the past.

"One of the most important things is to keep your pet inside during the days fireworks are allowed, as it is this time of year that sees the highest numbers of lost pets," said Nelson, clinical professor at K-

State's Veterinary Health Center. "The noises and flashes are very frightening for many pets and can cause them to flee in an attempt to get away from the commotion."

If your pet must go outside, always use a leash. Ensure your pet is wearing a collar with ID tags, and consider microchipping if it's not already done, as it will provide backup if your pet's collar is lost.

Keeping contact information up to date is critical in case your pet gets lost.

Nelson advises creating a calm, secure environment indoors to help reduce pet stress. For many pets, a familiar crate or closed-off room offers a comforting retreat.

"A crate or quiet room with the blinds drawn can make a big difference for dogs that feel overwhelmed," Nelson said. "Giving them a familiar, enclosed space helps them feel safe when the noise outside

gets intense."

Keeping pets indoors also reduces their risk of physical harm. Fireworks, whether lit or leftover, can injure or poison animals. In neighborhoods where fireworks are frequently used, relocating pets to a

quieter home or boarding facility may be the safest choice.

Additional measures can also be helpful, depending on your pet's needs. Over-the-counter calming aids are an option for some animals.

"Some pets respond well to calming supplements, especially if their anxiety is mild to moderate," Nelson said. "Just remember, many of these need to be started several days in advance to be effective, so

don't wait until the fireworks begin."

Other strategies include soothing background noise — such as a television, radio or white noise machine — or offering a distraction like a food puzzle or stuffed food toy. Anxiety wraps may help some

pets and can be used alone or in combination with medication.

For pets with a history of severe noise phobia, it's important to consult your veterinarian early.

"There's no one-size-fits-all solution," Nelson said. "For some pets, an anxiety wrap is enough. But others with more serious phobias may need prescription medications, and for those, you need to plan

ahead of time with your veterinarian."

Beyond anxiety, Nelson warns there are many holiday hazards that involve food, drinks and common party items.

"We often see pets get sick around the holidays from foods that aren't meant for them," Nelson said. "Even small amounts of things like chocolate, fatty meats or xylitol can have serious consequences."

Toxic foods include chocolate, grapes, raisins, onions, garlic, macadamia nuts and salt. Doughs with yeast can expand in a pet's stomach, causing pain or more serious complications. Fatty meats can

trigger life-threatening pancreatitis. Corncobs, bones and wooden skewers can also cause internal blockages or perforations if swallowed. Alcohol and energy drinks are other risks that should be kept

out of reach at all times.

Nelson said common backyard and party items such as matches, lighter fluid, glow jewelry, insect coils, citronella candles and repellents — especially those containing DEET — are also dangerous if

ingested or used incorrectly around pets.

Hot weather adds to the risk. Pets can overheat quickly, so access to shade and fresh water is essential. Watch for signs of heat stress and move pets indoors to cool spaces if needed.

Finally, even if your dog seems unfazed by loud sounds, it's best to leave them at home during firework shows.

"Even the most easygoing dog can react unpredictably when fireworks start," Nelson said. "Loud noises, flashing lights and big crowds are a stressful combination. It's always safer to leave your pet at

home."

For more information on year-round pet health, consult your family veterinarian.

 

AT HOME WITH CAROL ANN   |   CAROL ANN CROUCH
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Join the 2025 TAPS Technology Field
Days on July 31 in Garden City to explore
the latest in irrigation tools, crop
management strategies, and in-field
technology. Sponsored by Western
Kansas Irrigation and our TAPS
technology partners, these events are
open to all —whether you're a TAPS
participant or simply curious about water-
smart farming.

Taps Field Day
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Local Agri-Look | Lauren Litton



4-H DISTRICT ROUNDUP   |   JANET HARKNESS  |  

ISSUE NO. 48 |  JULY 2025   |5



4-H DISTRICT ROUNDUP   |   JANET HARKNESS  |  

ISSUE NO. 48 |  JULY 2025   | 6



4-H DISTRICT ROUNDUP   |   JANET HARKNESS  |  

ISSUE NO. 48 |  JULY 2025   | 7



4-H DISTRICT ROUNDUP   |   JANET HARKNESS  |  

ISSUE NO. 48 |  JULY 2025   | 8



CLUB REPORTS
CLUB DAY RESULTS | CLUB REPORTS  |  ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CLUB REPORTS:
FINNEY COUNTY 4-H HAPPY HUSTLERS
Four Presentations, Two Songs, and Buzz
By: Hailey Unruh

On May 8th, the Happy Hustlers 4-H club held their monthly meeting. On the program four
members (Cole, Lane, Kealie, and Audrey) presented.
First up was Cole, with a presentation on go-cart safety. Cole talked the club through how to
stay safe in a go-cart. He talked about every piece of safety equipment and gear, efficiently
informing the club’s members and present adults on how to avoid a crash.
Following was Lane, whose talk corresponded to his younger brother’s. Lane talked about the
different parts of a go-cart. He pointed out each part as he presented, therefore doing an
excellent job of explaining the machine.
After, Kealie presented on the topic of gluten. Kealie helped the club better understand gluten
and what the term “gluten free” means. She even pulled members from the club, so that they
could better understand the difference in the way that gluten free and gluten made foods
taste. Kealie knows a lot about gluten, and she is great at informing others about it.
Finally, Audrey got to share with the club how to make fancy yarn hangers. She started off her
demonstration, by explaining what to use and what types of yarn she prefers to use when
making this item. Audrey demonstrated how to correctly create the yarn hangers and, as she
did, she gave the club members tips on how to make the hanger more efficiently. Audrey
taught the club how to make a fun and easy craft.
After all of the presentations, the club took part in song and recreation activities. The song
leader, Perry, led the club in a few rounds of “My Bonnie” and then sang “Happy Birthday” to all
of the club’s May and June birthdays. For recreation, Perry led the club in a game of “Buzz”, in
which the members counted and every time a multiple of three or a number containing the
number three was said, that member was out. What a great way to start the month of June.

A Message from Mary Buchele 

Mary Buchele is hosting Chilean IFYE Bryam Acevedo
in Finney County, June 25-July 11. Bryam (pronounced
"bree-ahm) is 18, a senior in an agricultural high
school, and he is involved with many agricultural
activities both in and outside of his school. He is
interested in farm animals, dairies, agricultural and
other cultural experiences. He has experience in drip
irrigating hazelnut trees, and is currently the irrigation
supervisor at his school, including the school's
greenhouse. He has also been involved with the
school's biological control center, where they monitor
for pests and diseases. Mary is looking for families or
clubs interested in having Bryam join them in activities,
including work or chores, for a day or part of a day, for
a meal or an ice cream cone! He has basic English
skills but wants to learn more. Please contact Mary if
you have questions or are interested. Her cell number
is 620-805-2974. Text or leave a voice message if she
doesn't pick up when you call!

Mary Buchele 
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CLUB REPORTS:

Fair Entry Due Dates Finney County

July 8th

 Photography, Food & Nutrition, Sewing &
Textiles Design, Fashion Revue, Fiber Arts , Arts

& Crafts, Communication 

July 15th 
Livestock & Static Entries 

Fair Entry Due Dates Scott County 

All Fair Entries are due July 3rd.


